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Pacific Theological College Principal, Rev Professor 
Feleterika Nokise. Picture: SUPPLIED 


Faith and 

By Rev Prof FELETERIKA NOKISE 
Principal 

T HE Pacific Theological College 
(PTC) is an inter-denominational, 
multi-ethnic, and multicultural in¬ 
stitution. 

Its doctrinal basis is the faith of the 
Catholic Church as expressed in the Bi¬ 
ble and ecumenical creeds. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit contin¬ 
ues to interpret this faith in the life and 
witness of the participating churches. 
The hallmark of PTC is its three-pronged 
emphasis on ecumenism, contextual 
theology and mission. 


ecumenical creeds 


These emphases play a prominent 
role in defining not only the nature of 
the academic program, but also its con¬ 
tent. The ‘pacificness' of such strands 
is explored in the college's academic 
work, liturgical life, and extracurricular 
activities. 

The college teaches and researches 
in all traditional theological disciplines, 
such as theology, ethics, biblical stud¬ 
ies, church history, and church ministry. 

Complementing the academic pro¬ 
gram are courses offered by its Educa¬ 
tion by Extension Programme, the God's 
Pacific People Programme, and the In¬ 
stitute of Research and Social Analysis 


The college's academic and professional 
programs are delivered by a faculty of 
renowned scholars from around the 
globe. 

Their efforts are supported by one 
of the finest theological libraries in the 
South Pacific. 

The ecumenical spirit is fuelled by the 
presence of students and staff repre¬ 
senting numerous Christian denomina¬ 
tions and new religious groups. 

Their historical church roots and ex¬ 
perience, all combine to make PTC a vi¬ 
brant and exciting place. 

Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
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Commemorating half a century 
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PTC 50 th Anniversary 


Est: 5 March, 1965 
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F IFTY years is a milestone worth 
celebrating, as President, Ratu 
Epeli Nailatikau remarked at the 
ceremonies held to commemorate the 
laying of the foundation stone of the 
Pacific Theological College in 1965. 

The College Chapel was overflowing 
as friends of the college, and members 
of the college community on the morn¬ 
ing of Friday March 6, 2015 joined in 
a thanksgiving service in the college 
chapel. 

The voices of the students resound¬ 
ed with praise and joy. 

The Right Reverend Winston Hala- 
pua, Archbishop of Polynesia, gave the 
address. 

During the worship, four honorary 
degrees were conferred to mark the 


occasion and the outstanding contri¬ 
butions to the college. 

Following the worship and morning 
tea, guests and the college commu¬ 
nity gathered on the sports ground to 
await the arrival of Ratu Epeli who was 
accorded due welcome ceremonies be¬ 
fore he addressed the assembly. 

Cultural items of dance and song, 
followed by lunch and messages from 


well-wishers brought the formal cel¬ 
ebrations to an end, and there was a 
relaxed evening of dinner and dancing 
in the fale where there were displays of 
photographs of students, faculty and 
events through the years. 


Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 



President Ratu Epeli Nailatikau at the ceremonies held to 
commemorate the laying of the foundation stone of the 
Pacific Theological College in 1965. Picture: supplied 
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A Complete Sign Shop 



Celebrating 21 Years of Service 


Anniversary 


* Banners (PVC) 

* Directory Signs 

* Safety Signs 

* Frosted Filins 

* One Stop 
Sign Shop 


SPECIALISED IN: 

* Large Format Digital Printing 

* Computer Cut-Out Signs 

* Bill Boards * Screen Printing 

* Illuminated Light Box Signs 

* PVC & Coreflute Board Signs 


* Corporate Branding 

* Perspex & Wood Cut-Out Letters 

* Perspex Bending & Cutting 

* Reflective & Magnetic Signs 

* Air Brush Artworks 

* General Signwriting etc,....,,. 
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PTC's first PhD graduate, Dr Edward Kolohai. 


Picture: SUPPLIED 
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Heart of the institution 


A GOOD library is the 
beating heart of any ac¬ 
ademic institution. 

We are humbly proud of the 
services we offer, and particu¬ 
larly of our friendly and helpful 
staff. 

The George Knight Library 
provides and manages infor¬ 
mation resources to support 
the Pacific Theological College 
in its work of theological edu¬ 
cation, professional ministry 
training, and public theologi¬ 
cal discourse. 

Its collection is very valu¬ 
able in terms of Pacific ma¬ 
terial and archival resources, 


with texts dating back several 
centuries. 

The Library is named after 
the first principal of the col¬ 
lege, the Rev Dr George A. F. 
Knight (1965 to 1972). 

The George Knight Library is 
the largest theological library 
in the South Pacific region 
(excluding Australia and New 
Zealand), and houses about 
28,000 volumes. 

Interlibrary loan, photocopy¬ 
ing and scanning facilities are 
all provided. 

The library is fully aircondi- 
tioned and seats approximate¬ 
ly 35 readers with a separate 


room for the final year Mas¬ 
ters students. The collection is 
accessible through the Online 
Public Access Catalogue via 
the college's website (www. 
ptc.ac.fj). 

Apart from serving the staff 
and students of the college, 
the library is also open on 
Saturdays to provide services 
to the public. For more infor¬ 
mation regarding the open¬ 
ing hours please visit the PTC 
website or telephone us on 
3302892. 

Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 


Dream of leaders 


L EARNING alongside stu¬ 
dents from other Christian 
churches in a residential 
setting, sharing worship, and 
studying at tertiary level was 
the dream of church leaders in 
1961 that led to the foundation 
of the Pacific Theological Col¬ 
lege. 

The foundation stone was laid 
50 years ago and a year later 
the first students commenced 
study while the buildings were 
under construction at the Veiuto 
site in Suva. 

PTC was the first tertiary in¬ 
stitute of any kind in the South 
Pacific islands to confer inter¬ 
nationally recognised Bachelor’s 
degrees when the first students 
graduated in 1969. 

Masters level studies were 
introduced in 1987 and the first 


PhD was awarded in 2014. 

The first two principals of the 
college were from our Pacific 
neighbour New Zealand, and 
the subsequent seven principals 
have come from Fiji, Samoa and 
Tonga. Over the years the teach¬ 
ing faculty have included theolo¬ 
gians from around the world as 
well as from the Pacific Islands. 

Buildings to house faculty and 
students as well as other col¬ 
lege activities continue to be 
added to the college campus as 
the needs arise, one of the most 
significant being the Mission 
Centre that opened in 2004. 

Now the college's council is 
working towards the establish¬ 
ment of a theological university. 

Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 



The foundation stone was laid 50 years ago and a year later the first students commenced study while the 
buildings were under construction at the Veiuto site in Suva. Picture: SUPPLIED 
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An eye for detail 


331 3311,331 3369,331 3537 
Fax 330 1133 Email quality@connectxom.fj 
188 Foster Road Waiu Bay Suva Fiji Islands 
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Top quality offset printing, packaging, 
digital printing and envelope manufacturer. 


QUALITY PRINT LIMITED 


Outtetiocated at 14 Jai Hawmsn Street, 
DM Industrial Estate, Vatuwaqa. 
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Stock Service 
Workwear 
AVAILABLE NOW! 


Congratulations to Pacific Theological College 
on your SOth Anniversary! 


Proudly Sewn in Fiji for Fijians by Fijians! 
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PTC’s God’s Pacific People (GPP) Programme, a program of PCC, is a gift 
to the churches of the Pacific from the mothers and fathers of the Pacific 
ecumenical community who dreamed of a program that would enable the 
sharing of experiences. Picture: SUPPLIED 
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Gift to Pacific churches 


P TC's God’s Pacific People 
(GPP) programme, a pro¬ 
gram of PCC, is a gift to 
the churches of the Pacific 
from the mothers and fathers 
of the Pacific ecumenical com¬ 
munity who dreamed of a pro¬ 
gram that would enable the 
sharing of experiences, exper¬ 
tise and personnel in order to 
tackle the urgent mission con¬ 
cerns of their communities. 

This vision identifies today's 
mission field as the social, jus¬ 
tice and development concerns 
of our Pacific communities. 

The focus of GPP's program 
areas has been driven by the 
needs of our member churches 


in tackling critical issues facing 
their communities. 

Formally mandated in 1999, 
GPP implements this vision 
through capacity building 
training, personnel sharing and 
documentation of stories from 
the field. 

Currently the focus is on 
peace building, pastoral coun¬ 
selling, and the elimination of 
violence against women. 

A fourth area of capacity 
building training is our English 
language program which is de¬ 
signed to strengthen regional 
networking to include Pacific 
peoples for whom English is 
not an official language. 


This program enables ecu¬ 
menical and NGO engagement 
that would not otherwise be 
possible. 

GPP also annually hosts a 
programme for international 
theological students; this year 
the theme is focused on build¬ 
ing solidarity with those com¬ 
munities struggling with cli¬ 
mate change injustices. 

The program involves village 
placements, field trips, theo¬ 
logical reflection and social 
analysis. 


Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 



T HE need to address the social is¬ 
sues that confront the people of 
the Pacific Islands with biblical 
and theologically based research led to 
the establishment in 2008 of the Insti¬ 
tute for Research and Social Analysis 
(IRSA), an integral arm of the PTC. 

The current Director of the institute 
is Professor Manfred Ernst (irsa.direc- 
tor@ptc.ac.fj). 

A major research was published in 
2013 Voices of the People — Percep¬ 
tions and Preconditions for Democratic 
Development in Fiji. 

This and other publications of the In¬ 
stitute are available at the college book¬ 
shop. Current research is focussing on 
the state of ecumenism in the region. 

IRSA is a foundational member of 
the Rethinking Democracy Network in 
Fiji, which was established by 50 par¬ 


ticipants from 13 civil society organisa¬ 
tions and nine churches in July 2014. 

Additionally, the Institute, together 
with God's Pacific People program, pro¬ 
vides intensive training in the ‘Capacity 
Building for Social Transformation”. 

Spread over a three year cycle, resi¬ 
dential courses are offered at the Jovili 
Meo Mission Centre in areas of leader¬ 
ship and management, social analysis, 
peace building, pastoral counselling for 
Pacific communities and contextual Bi¬ 
ble study for social transformation. 

Participants may take the courses for 
their own professional development or 
for academic credit as an undergradu¬ 
ate certificate in a given area of spe¬ 
cialisation. 


Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 


Institute for Research and Social Analysis (IRSA) is a foundational member of the Rethinking 
Democracy Network in Fiji, which was established by 50 participants from 13 civil society or¬ 
ganisations and nine churches in July 2014. Picture: supplied 


AVIS congratulates 

PACIFIC 

THEOLOGICAL 

COLLEGE 

on its 50th Anniversary. 



• Nadi Airport (24 hours) 672 2233 

• Port Denarau 672 2233 

• Coral Coast 652 0081 

• Suva 337 8361 

• Nausori Airport 337 8362 

• Labasa 881 5892 

Email: info@avis.com.fj 
website: www.avis.com.fj 




English Bibles and Ministry Resources 



Hymn Boards 


Leadership Books and Novels 


KJV, NKV, NLT translations 


Lecterns 


Study Bibles 


Communion Trays 
& Glasses and 
Offering Pouch/Plate 


Clerical Shirts 
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11 Stewart Street, 6P0 Box 354 Suva Fiji 
Phones: {679} 3311466 / 3311477 Fax: {679} 3300802 
Email: mbookstorefiji@yahoo.com 
Website: Methodistbookstore.org .<3 
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Studying through PTCEE is an exciting and accessible 
oportunity for anyone in the Pacific. Picture: SUPPLIED 


We believe in theological 
education for everyone 


T HE level of Christian education 
that PTC Education by Extension 
(PTCEE) provides is so good and 
practical that you will never be dissat¬ 
isfied with what you're learning'. 

That’s the opinion of Jokapeci Wain- 
iu currently studying through PTC’s 
Education by Extension program. 
Aged 23, Peci is a committed Chris¬ 
tian with a lively, enquiring mind. 

She reflects, “Many of us have 
learnt of God from the church, as we 
attend services and join Bible studies. 
Yet most times we still feel like some 
gap in our knowledge about God is yet 
to be filled. Well, this is where Educa¬ 


tion by extension comes in.” 

Studying through PTCEE is an ex¬ 
citing and accessible opportunity for 
anyone in the Pacific. You can study 
without having to leave your job or 
your home, and you can start at any 
time and work at your own pace. 

We send out course materials to 
you and then you send your assign¬ 
ments back to be assessed by PTC 
faculty members. At the other end 
of the age spectrum, Moka Jessop 
Togakilo, in her 70s and from the is¬ 
land of Niue, graduated with her Cer¬ 
tificate in Theology last year. 

She warmly recommends the ben¬ 


efits of theological education by ex¬ 
tension. “It helps you to develop your 
spiritual side as well as being very 
educational,” said Mrs Togakilo. 

Want to know more? Visit www. 
ptc.ac.fj/ptcee or email ptcee@ptc. 
ac.fj, phone us on 330 7989 or mo¬ 
biles 908 0754 and 730 8394. 

Alternatively, drop into our office at 
PTC. 

PTCEE's director Rev Val Ogden or 
Administrator Salome Kalouniviti will 
be delighted to see you or hear from 
you. 

Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 



If it's just you or the family going on 
holiday, your sports club going to a 
tournament overseas, corporate or 
business travel, local or international, 
contact us first for an itinerary. 


Venue for training 


The Jovili Mission Centre is used by the college for regional and local training 
workshops and conferences. Picture: SUPPLIED 


Where in the World would you like to go? 



L OOKING out to the breaking reef, set 
back from the road, in a quiet corner 
of the college grounds, the Jovili Meo 
Mission Centre is an ideal venue for training 
workshops and conferences. 

There is accommodation for 30 in 14 
double rooms together with a VIP room, 
and a spacious dining and lounge area that 
opens on to a verandah that catches the cool 
breeze from the sea. 

A catering crew cooks up delicious meals 
and refreshments in the airy kitchen. 

The conference hall, that can be divided, 
holds more than 100 seated conference 


style, and is air-conditioned and equipped 
with a comprehensive sound system. 

The Centre is used by the College for re¬ 
gional and local training workshops and 
conferences and is frequently hired by NGOs 
and other organisations. 

The Mission Centre is named after a for¬ 
mer Principal of the college the Reverend Dr 
Jovili Meo of the Methodist Church of Fiji, 
now retired to Australia. For booking, email 
jmmc@ptc.ac.fj. 

Source: PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE (PTC) 
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The easiest decision you’ll ever make 


1 0 % OF SUM INSURED 
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100% OF SUM INSURED 

on MATURITY 


100% OF SUM INSURED 
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insure your spousa 


inadind; or untimely loss 


Pay premiums for only ASM years 


Bula Elite is an innovative insurance solution that balances your long and 
short-term needs. To arrange an obligation free appointment, drop in and 
see our staff or talk to your Sales Advisor. Call 132 700. bsplife.com.fj 
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